Instructor: W. Courtney Trabue

Quarter and Year: Spring 2010
Office Location: 15B

Office Hours: 
1:00 to 4:00 PM Monday – Thursday in the Math Computer Lab (Room 11) or 


my office (Room 15B)


Email: wtrabue@gmc.cc.ga.us
Phone: 706-993-1121

MAT 096:  Learning Support Services Pre-Algebra

Prerequisite:  Placement by examination and/or recommendation of the LSS Division Chair

Quarter Hours:  5 (Institutional Credit)

Course Description:  Review of basic skills of arithmetic:  common and decimal fractions, computational skills, and ratio and proportion.

Student Learning Outcomes: The student will be able to:

A. Demonstrate working knowledge of the operations on rational numbers.

B. Demonstrate working knowledge of the order of operations.

C. Simplify variable expressions.

D. Translate verbal expressions into variable expressions and simplify and translate sentences into equations.

E. Solve one-variable linear equations.

F. Solve problems involving percent, perimeter, and area.

Course Materials:


Web Site: http://www.gmconline.edu and http://courtneytrabue.com/MAT-096.htm
Primary Text: Elementary and Intermediate Algebra: A Combined Course by Larson and Hostetler, ISBN: 0-618-38838-9 (2008 by Houghton Mifflin Co.) 

Supplemental Text with MathXL: Supplemental Text with MathXL: Developmental Mathematics by Elayn Martin-Gay, ISBN: 0-13-229090-1 (2007 by Pearson Prentice-Hall) 
NOTE: This material is online. No purchase necessary.
E Library: http://www.gmc.cc.ga.us/elibrary
Methodologies of Instruction and Learning/Assessment: This class is presented in two formats: Traditional and Monitored Self-Paced. The Traditional Format requires daily class attendance (50 Minute Sessions) with weekly exams administered each Friday. The Monitored Self-Paced class meets 5 hours a week between the hours of 1:00 to 4:00 PM, Monday thru Thursday in the Math Computer Lab (Room 11). Students attend at their convenience. This format places the burden of learning on the student. Each lesson follows a specified sequence developed in a pilot program by students and faculty at the Augusta Campus. The sequence consists of watching a video lecture, reviewing PowerPoint notes, practicing problems online using MathXL, and if desired reading the supplemental text material. Homework assignments (60% of your overall grade) are to be downloaded from the web, completed by the student and turned in NLT Monday the week following issue. Week # 8 of the course is devoted to Final Exams (40% of your overall grade) One exam will be issued each day covering one chapter of the course text. Your instructor will be in the Math Computer Lab from 1:00 to 4:00 PM Monday thru Thursday to assist you when you get stuck. The homework assignments are designed to prepare your for the in-class exams. Active Learning Strategies incorporated in this course include but are not limited to: student engagement in problem solving groups; students providing coaching to each other in solving mathematics problems; online practice using MathXL (daily).
Grades will be computed as follows: 

Homework

60%

Final Exam   

40%

A
90-100 course average

B
80-89 course average

C
70-79 course average

IP
course average below 70

W
Withdrawn. Indicates that a student officially withdrew from the course and was passing at the time. This grade carries no academic penalty and is not used in computing the grade point average.

WF
Withdrawn Failing. Indicates that the student withdrew form the course and was failing at that time. A faculty member also assigns this grade when the faculty member has withdrawn a student from a course for excessive absences. Since LSS course work is not included in the GPA calculation, this grade does not affect the GPA; however, it does affect Financial Aid calculations.

Any grade review must be initiated with the faculty member, division chair, or assistant dean within thirty days of the end of the grading period in which the grade was reported.

Students with disabilities for which accommodations may be required must notify the instructor during the first week of class if they wish to benefit from any accommodations. Arrangements for accommodations are made through the Disabilities Officer in Student Personal Services.

Administrative Procedures:

A. Completion of the drop/add process and the withdrawal process is the responsibility of the student.

B. Maximum absences allowed before student receives Withdraw/F are SIX (6).

C. Being tardy does not count as an absence. You are expected to be on time for class. If you are late, quietly take an empty seat in the class and sign the attendance roster on your way out.

Ethics:  GMC emphasizes character and ethical behavior in all aspects of the curriculum. During the quarter, ethical issues/dilemmas will be discussed as they pertain to the study of mathematics. Since the primary goal of education is to increase one’s own knowledge, academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at GMC. Students and faculty are expected to abide by the GMC Honor Code: I will neither lie, cheat, steal, nor tolerate those who do.
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